ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN
J. C. KUMARAPPA
MOST OF us reserve our ideals for a better world. Meta-
physical concepts are for meditation. We may retire from
this noisy and hedonistic world to contemplate on higher
things. It was Gandhiji's mission to raise the dignity of
man by getting 'His will done on earth as it is in heaven',
to give a practical expression to his ideals.
The two concepts we most associate with Gandhiji are
Truth and Non-violence. These did not remain abstract
terms in the way he tried to interpret them. He found
our lives steeped in untruth and violence. His mission
was to purge our everyday life of these wherever met with.
He was not content to explain the philosophic implications
of Truth and Non-violence by learned discourses.
AN INTERPRETATION
When a drunkard takes his earnings to the toddy shop and
gets intoxicated it is easy to understand that there is
violence and dishonesty in his deeds. His wife and children
have a right to his earnings. He is depriving them of these
and so there is dishonesty and untruth in it. He loses his
rational life and so does violence to himself. A devotee of
Truth and Non-violence, therefore, will work for prohibi-
tion to realize Truth and Non-violence in the daily life of
the people.
It is in this way that everyone of the eighteen items on
the Constructive Programme has come into existence as an
expression of his ideals. Thus it is that Gandhiji brings
his teachings into practice. This is his unique contribu-
tion.                                                                           : -
Just as the drunkard introduces violence and untruth
into his everyday life, everyone of us unconsciously becomes -
a party to a violent and untruthful life.   It is not so easy
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